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May 27, 2013 
 
Mr. Michael Airhart 
Chairman 
 
Mr. Don J. Hutchinson 
Interim Executive Director 
 
Louisiana Housing Corporation 
2415 Quail Drive,  
Baton Rouge, LA 70808  
 
Re: Recommendations for 2014 Special Interim Qualified Allocation Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Airhart and Mr. Hutchinson and:    
 
Please find below the recommendations from the Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance (GNOHA) on  the 
distribution of Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) via 2014 Special Interim Qualified Allocation Plan 
(QAP): 
 
1) We’re pleased that the congressional district model has been abolished and think that allocating these resources 

to areas with a high percentage of rent burdened households and poverty would create criteria that is objective, 

reasonable and accurate.  

2) We think that the Louisiana Housing Corporation (LHC) should prioritize scattered site development for urban 

areas by: 

a) Incentivizing based on rehabs or new construction that is tied to blight reduction; 

b) True infill—not simply small rental projects; 

c) Reasonable expectations about cost savings; and 

d) Prioritizing green features and energy efficiency. 

e) Reduce the radius for the incompatible use point deduction from ½ mile of the site to100 feet of the site.  

Particularly in densely populated urban areas, the ½ mile parameter for bars and lounges negatively 

impacts true infill re-development. 



2014 Special QAP Recommendations 

Page 2 

 

3) The LHC should not be setting arbitrary caps for per unit counts that do not reflect accurate construction costs..  

To this end, we’d  urge the removal of item B. (Project’s TDC per unit is at least 10% below the maximum 

TDC/unit) under Section VI. LEVERAGE, EFFICIENCY AND VIABILITY. 

4) Historic rehab is an important part of retaining our unique architectural fabric. Developers should not be allowed 

to claim points for rehab without complying with realistic and appropriate standards for historic rehab. 

GNOHA members would also urge the LHC to develop, announce and follow a consistent timeline for the 
2015 QAP and beyond.  That new timeline should start earlier in the calendar year and allow for awards to 
be made no later than the 3rd Quarter of the calendar year. 
 
As you know GNOHA is  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andreanecia M. Morris, Chairman of Board of Governors 
Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance (GNOHA) 
 
cc: Brad Sweazy 
 Brian Lawlor 
  
 


